
New York City to Buffalo Endurance Run
To

Pan AmericanExposition
September 9, 1901 – September 14, 1901

by Kenneth J. Parrotte
January 15, 2020

Start of the New York City to Buffalo Endurance Run at Fifty Eighth Street and Fifth Avenue at 8:00 Monday September 9, 1901.
Photo from the Horseless Age magazine September 11, 1901 page 496.

The New York City to Buffalo Endurance Run was to coincide with the Pan-American Exposition's “Automobile Week.”

The New York City to Buffalo Endurance Run was the “first contest of the kind held in this country” reported Horseless 
Age magazine in its September 25, 1901 issue.  This was a period of time when the motor car was evolving from reliability 
to endurance to speed but also the development of tires, engines, fuel, illumination, road paving materials, and the ability of 
the driver to adjust to prolonged speeds faster than a horse or mule could travel.

For Buffalo it was to be the celebration of the 1901 Pan-American Exposition, “Buffalo the Electric City” to be held 
May 1 through November 1, 1901.

This collection is of a multitude of historic events that took place Thursday, September 5, 1901 through
Saturday September 14, 1901.









Horseless Age reported on the The New York City to Buffalo Endurance Run in their September 11, 1901 issue's.  The entry
list gives an idea of the variety of automobiles in the fast growing six year old automobile industry.  Eighty vehicles, 54 
gasoline powered and 26 steam powered, would start the endurance run on Monday, September 9, 1901 from Fifty Eighth 
Street and Fifth Avenue New York City.

No electric vehicles were entered as there were not enough reliable sites to recharge the vehicles between New York City 
and Buffalo.

There were about 14,800 vehicles registered in 1901.  In 1901 there were 3,200 vehicles manufactured.  

In 1901 about 40% of the automobiles were steam powered, 38% electric, and 22% gasoline powered.

The endurance run was scheduled to run in six stages;  Stage One: New York City to Poughkeepsie, 84.4 miles, Stage Two: 
Poughkeepsie to Albany, 75.4 miles, Stage Three: Albany to Herkimer, 82.2 miles, Stage Four: Herkimer to Syracuse, 65.1 
miles, Stage Five: Syracuse to Rochester, 87.2 miles, Stage Six: Rochester to the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, 69.9 
miles for a total endurance run of 464.2 miles.

One entrant of interest was Colonel John Jacob Astor who would be one of 1,514 who would die with the sinking of the 
Titanic April 15, 1912.

Events of historic proportion would change everything Friday September 6, 1901 at the Pan-American Temple of Music.



Buffalo's 1901 Pan-American Temple of Music.

                Button from Ken Parrotte collection

President William McKinley arrived at the Pan-American Exposition for President's Day Thursday, September 5, 1901.
The Friday September 9th issue of the Buffalo Courier's headlines “President's Day Breaks Attendance Records and Proves 
The Greatest in Fair's History-M'Kinley Greeted by Succession of Ovations-Proudest Day In Buffalo's History.”

The September 7th, Saturday morning, issue of the Buffalo Courier “Lane of Laughter Quickly Changed to Lane of Tears.” 
At a reception at the Temple of Music President McKinley was shot at 4:00 PM, Friday September 6, 1901.  The headlines 
of the Buffalo Courier over the weekend were of the president is “getting better”, “improving.”  The Monday September 9 th 
issue stated that President McKinley was “recovering”, “Feeling Sure of Recovery”, “Nation Joyous.”

President McKinley was staying with old friend John G. Milburn, President of the Buffalo Pan-American Exposition, and 
would continue to stay at the Milburn house during recovery.



Vice President Theodore Roosevelt who was in Burlington VT attending the Vermont Fish and Game League banquet was 
kept informed of the President's condition.  Roosevelt departed Burlington to Buffalo at 8:30 Friday night with an engine 
change in Syracuse at 10:00 AM Saturday morning.  The train was an engine and a sleeping/dining car.  Vice President 
Roosevelt arrived in Buffalo at 1:30 PM where he was met by Ansley Wilcox, prominent lawyer and friend of Theodore 
Roosevelt, with whom Roosevelt would stay with. 
 

With the good news that President McKinley was recovering Vice President Roosevelt departed Buffalo on Wednesday for 
the Adirondack Mountains to meet his family, passed through Syracuse at 5:00 AM, arriving in the Adirondacks Thursday 
September 12th.

With the positive news of President McKinley's recovery the New York City to Buffalo Endurance Run departed New York 
City at 8:00 Am Monday morning September 9 th.  Once leaving New York City (and the cities of Albany, Syracuse, 
Rochester, Buffalo) the roads, if they can be called roads, were at best seasonal trails.  The weather was cool and clear.

Rules of the Endurance Run were published in Horseless Age magazine of May 1, 1901.  “The conditions of the endurance 
test will be average speed for the six days. No average speed in excess of 15 miles an hour will be recognized.  Speeds 
falling below an average speed of 8 miles per hour for any one period will receive no credit for that period.  The penalty for 
a vehicle being towed in any period shall be disqualification for that period.”  

“Controls are to be officially established at the start of each day's run, at the lunching places and at the finishing places of 
each day's run.  The start is to be made each morning at 8 o'clock and an hour and a half allowed for lunch.”

“Hotels where stops will be made, places where vehicles will be stored over night, gasoline agents and a map of the entire 
route will be made available.”  Due to the condition and quality of the roads and the lack of sufficient automobile lighting 
for night time driving the Endurance Run ended at the destination point of each days stage and began the next morning at 
8:00 AM.

  Photo from September 11, 1901 Horseless Age magazine.


